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THE YOUNG GENERATION,
BETWEEN INFORMATION
CONSUMPTION AND
MISINFORMATION

Lecturer Luciqn Sqcqleon, PhD

G. E. Polode UMPhST of Tqrgu Mures, Romqnio

Abstract: Recent socio-political eyents demonstrate the
needfor anin-depth approachto theway information circulates and
produces effects. While in the past the famous saying "information
is power" proyed to be true in an informntion-poor or information-
access-poor landscape, today it may nothave the same ing of *uth
in the immediate reality. While the possession of and access to
information continue to be releyant, technological developftieflts,
together with the transformations brought about by educational
systems, aLd new dimensions. Where the information is presented, or
in whatform, becomes as important as the information itself.

Keyvords: misinformation, media, socinl media, young
people, politics
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consumption of partial information, truncated or sensational
information. Young people are spending an increasing amount
of their time online and for the first-time voting generation (18+)

the sources of information consumption are not only relevant
in terms of future choices but also in terms of the amount of
information/units of time allocated to this consumption. To get

a clearer picture of the mechanisms under$ing the decision, the
sources of information andthe mode of exposure to information,
the target group was individuals who were 18 years old at the
time of the election, the upper age limit for those included in
this study being Z4years.

Assumptions:
The interest in politics among the younger generation

is relatively low, the consumption of information of this type
is also moderate and to a greater extent mediated by social
networks rather than traditional media. A difference in attitudes
towards politics may come in the case of increased interest in
the family environment or possibly in the circle of colleagues/
friends.

Methodologlr:
In order to measure the interest in socio-political 1ife,

i.e. the consumption of socio-politicai information, we used
quantitative analysis by means of a questionnaire administered
to a sample of 1230 respondents agedLS-2+z .

Sources of information and interest in politics
In terms of interest in politics measured on a scale from

1to 5 where 1 means not at all interested and 5 - very interested,
we obtained a significant correlation between young people
interested in politics and those who are usually involved in such
discussionS mediated within the family. But a first contact with
political issues within the family will not necessarily mean that
they share the same views. However, the arguments heard in
these discussions become arguments in discussions with older
colleagues or friends, who also act as a catalyst for interest in
politics or subsequent political choice.

2 Rotariu, T. and Ilu! P. (1997). Ancheta sociologica si sondjele
de opinie, Polirom, Iasi
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a predilection for social media, which can be explained by the
variety of applications used by young people. After accessing
information on various online applications, some respondents
use searches on traditional media sites and applications as

a filter.
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Source type for first contact with political information
For social media as a source of information (of those who
provided an answer)

Some 32o/o of respondents say that they then look for
information on traditional media websites and apps, either to
validate the information or to find more information related to
the topic. In terms of information accessed online, including
information on socio-political topics, an important factor
in accessing it is the recommendation of colleagues/friends
who initially accessed the information. Very rarely does this
information, links, reels etc. end up being shared with other
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In terms of self-ranking on the informed/uninformed
scale, more tharr half of the respondents consider themselves
to be correctly informed, an assessment that is nevertheless
subjective. At the same time, 640/o of the respondents could
not identify the situation (information) in which they felt they
were misinformed. Confidence in one's own ability to manage
information flows correctly is also reflected in the answers
concerning the likelihood of being in the same position again.
The emergence and use of AI makes approaches to identifying/
recognizing fake-news, deep-fake even more difficult. It is
not only young people who are exposed to this threat and it is
incorrect to consider this age group as necessarily the most
exposed, but from the perspective of

But what is disinformation? According to Volkoffa
the term appeared in Russian after the Second World War to
designate capitalist practices aimed at enslaving the masses.
The term here has a strong ideological component. When
translated into English, it means the deliberate leaking of
misleading information or "the use of information techniques,
especially mass media, to mislead, conceal or distort the facts".
Disinformation can take on wide-ranging meanings, it can
be understood in a broader or narrower sense, and although
it may seem a trite term, it is present in public discourse and
used as a weapon against rivals. Disinformation encompasses
all forms of false, inaccurate, misleading information designed

4 VladimirVolkoff, Treatise on Disinformation, From the Trojan
Horse to the Internet, Antet, 2002, p16
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